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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAD* i 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of preventing pa ;sg k oJ embi Lc material from a 
left atrial appendage of a patient, comprising: ! 

providing a deployment catheter having an elonj pt I' e:< ible ': :>dy with a proximal 

end and a distal end, and an implantable device remova bl i: a* ied h the distal end, said 

device comprising a barrier, said device radially expand* .■! tiom a -sduced diameter to 

an enlarged diameter and configured to conform to a a • du sure ce of the left atrial 
appendage; 

positioning at least a portion of the device in the k ii b i al ap f ;:ndage; and 
enlarging the device within the leftjatrial appen d^ v lerei:. zaid barrier extends 

across the left atrial appendage when enlarged and so t uu M 1 1: ast-a - ortion of the device 

circumferentiallv seals against i s in aubotafflial scaling « iier^wifti kie inside surface of 
the left atrial appendage. 

i 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the t.e\ : ! ii.:lf-e*. trnds to its enlarged 
shape. I 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the < \e\ ;:i i i iclud c ^ an expandable 

i 

frame. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3, wherein the i \e\ ;n 1 1 iclud .t i a mesh barrier 
operably connected to the expandable frame. ! 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comp ris i. : r\ *leasii g the device from 
the deployment catheter after the device is enlarged within the ef arid app< r^dage. 

6. -37. (Canceled) I 

38. (Original) A method of preventing passage of ei fib I: ; 1 later i I from a left atrial 
appendage of a patient, comprising: 

positioning a barrier adjacent an opening of the lei ir ri i il apj > ndage; and 

engaging at least one anchoring 1 element v itl lUiue \\ ihin the left atrial 

appendage, the at least one anchoring element being ope I: vdy coi uectcd to the barrier 

to hold the barrier adjacent the opening and prevent pa ;st * o I ' embi Lie material from the 

left atrial appendage. j 
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39. (Original) The method of Claim 38 j wherein the ba i-:r sari sh. 

40. (Original) The method of Claim 38 J wherein the ba i :r spor lis. 

41. (Original) The method of Claim 40, : wherein the ba vr lasa ore size of up to 
about 0.04 inches, ( 

42. (Original) The method of Claim 40,1 wherein the ba i f .s m*n e of ePTFE. 

43. (Original) The method of Claim 38,; wherein the ba i a las gt icrally a disc shape. 

44. (Original) The method ofClaim 38, wherein the ba i i »mj . ises an inflatable 
balloon. 

45. (Original) The method of Claim 38,; wherein the b* 'i a' is con ».3cted to an 
expandable frame. j 

46. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 38, w ;:i ei l the ; I least one 
anchoring element extends at least partially transversely toward a iii end t f the left atrial 

i 

appendage. 

47. (Previously presented) The method bf Claim 38, w ;:i si i the . I least one 

anchoring element engages tissue at the distal end of the left ati ial i|: pi. ndagi 

i 

48. (Previously presented) The method [of Claim 38, w ;:i ei i a pi irality of anchoring 
elements engage tissue along the side walls of the left atrial api eo u y; 

49. (Original) The method of Claim 38; further compii ii e ieliv ; ing the barrier to 
the left atrial appendage with a catheter, j 

50. (Previously presented) The method |of Claim 1 , 1 vh h :. the & Wee at least 
partially prevents passage of embolic material from the left atri al :\t\ .dagt ly supporting tissue 
growth. 

51. -54. (Canceled) 

55. (Previously presented) The method iof Claim 38 \v w e: a the avice at least 
partially prevents passage of embolic material from the left atri al : | «£:i idage >y supporting tissue 
growth. 

56. (Previously presented) A method of preventing w. ?y. of eiv :>olic material from 
an atrial appendage of apatient, comprising positioning a devi< e i I; v: mt an zpening of the atrial 
appendage to block the opening to the atrial appendage, wherei a ] * a? iting ;issage of embolic 
material from the atrial appendage occurs substantially entirely as i et ult o: aaid positioning, and 

i 
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engaging at least one anchoring element with tissue within the z cri ; f | >endh e to hold the 
device in place. 

57. (Previously presented) The method {of Claim 56 w w ei. J the wice is delivered 
percutaneously. 

58. (Previously presented) The method |of Claim 56 w i: eiothe cvice is positioned 

i 

within the atrial appendage. j 

59. (Previously presented) Themethodjof Claim 56 * * tin the evice comprises an 

expandable frame. 

60. (Previously presented) Themethod;of Claim 56 ^ * tin the i.jvice comprises a 
membrane sized to block the opening. 

6 1 . (Previously presented) The method: of Claim 60 , u v\ n the iiembrane is 

porous. 

62. (Canceled) 

63. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 56 , * .■: v. n die Lsvice has generally 
a disc shape. 

64. (Previously presented) The method pf Claim 56, w i:i ei i the - -irvice at least 
partially blocks passage of embolic material from the atrial app sn i.; e ?y su| porting tissue 
growth. ! 

65. (Canceled) 

66. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 5( , c ir p: ising, ;irior to positioning 
said device: 

delivering a trans-septal catheter into the right a rit i:. 

advancing a distal tip of the trans-septal cathetei tl :rij!,iadi: ired portion of the 

septum and to the left atrial appendage, wherein the trai is- :;; c* I cath ter curves to direct 

the distal tip of the trans-septal catheter toward the left \U I append, ;;e; and 

delivering said device through the trans-septal c atl :■ r ind di ploying the device 

at the left atrial appendage, the device being configured tc r: :t ent p ■ isage of embolic 
material from the left atrial appendage. 

67. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 6i '•, 1 n n :: r com irising delivering a 
delivery catheter through the trans-septal catheter to deliver sai d « v. "v. i. 
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68. (Previously presented) The methodiof Claim 67 \\ e:aad talendofthe 

i 

delivery catheter is disposed within an opening of the left atrial up ;:i i.\ tge. 

69. (Previously presented) The methodjof Claim 66 u neiathe wice is deployed 
by expanding said device. 

70. (Previously presented) Themethod ; of Claim 66 fx l i ei. com| rising applying an 

i 

axial force to said device to deploy said device. 

71. (Previously presented) The methodjof Claim 70 ^ tinthc ,:cial force is 
applied by a plunger slidably received within a delivery cathete: ? t Js liver, catheter extending 
through the trans-septal catheter to the left atrial appendage. 

72. -84. (Canceled) j 

85. (Currently amended) A method of performing a m •:: J .i re at ; :j atrial appendage 
of a patient, comprising: 

collapsing an implantable structure to a reduced co f. jm ratiau 

i 

enlarging the implantable structure adjacent an o; big of i >.s atrial appendage; 

i 

and 

placing at loaot a portion of the implantable stru sfa : gi n£al circumferential 
sealing contact with a tissue surface adjacent the openin g < I k atrial appendage. 

86. (Previously presented) The method |of Claim 85, w ki d l the : iructure is collapsed 
into a catheter. 

87. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 86. w i:: ei i the tructure is collapsed 
into a catheter outside the body. ! 

88. (Previously presented) The method jof Claim 87 vt r ei a the lecture is enlarged 
after said collapsing. ; 

89. (Previously presented) The methodiof Claim 85 v i: e:.nthe iracture is enlarged* 
at least partially within the atrial appendage. 

90. (Previously presented) The methodjof Claim 85 \s * «m the i;ructure when 
enlarged prevents passage of embolic material from the atrial a ?p w .b \ ;e. 

91. (Previously presented) The methodiof Claim 85 v * tin the implantable structure 

i 

comprises a surface that induces tissue growth. 

92. -119. (Canceled) j 
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120. (New) A method of preventing passage of emb< \: uater! I from a left atrial 
appendage of a patient, comprising: 

i 

providing an implantable devicei having a pr .i rri il en l a distal end, a 
longitudinal axis extending from the proximal end to th •: v\ al eii , and a barrier, the 
implantable device having a collapsed configuration an< . *u ■:• cp andei! configuration; 

positioning the implantable device in the left at ia iippiaidaj;; while the device is 
in its collapsed configuration; and 

enlarging the implantable device in the left atrial :r MMdagu wherein the banier 
extends across the longitudinal axis when the implantab le i ; e is ci larged. 

121. (New) The method of Claim 120, wherein die rplmtabl : device is at least 
partially self-expanding, and is restrained from 1 expansion iinl Kisitiou d in the left atrial 
appendage. 

122. (New) Hie method of Claim 1 21, wherein enlai gii j th impl utable device in the 
left atrial appendage comprises releasing the implantable device fi n i a depl ; >ment catheter. 

123. (New) The method of Claim 122, wherein the i ni ;.i .t;ible dli *ice is positioned in 
an inner lumen of the deployment catheter, anil releasing th< implant*-' le device from the 
deployment catheter comprises axially moving the implantable »« Ci; out : Fthe inner lumen of 
the deployment catheter. 

124. (New) The method of Claim 122, wherein releosi i; the mq: stable device from 

the deployment catheter comprises detaching the implantable c v «■ fron a distal end of the 

i 

deployment catheter. 

125. (New) The method of Claim 120, j wherein the ir nla : table 3evice comprises an 
expandable frame. 

126. (New) The method of Claim 125, further comi ri: :i- i meal operably connected 
to the expandable frame. ; 

127. (New) The method of Claim 120,- wherein the d at h: it partially prevents 
passage of embolic material from the left atrial appendage by s xp :«i ± »g ti&i i* growth. 

128. (New) A method of preventing passage of emt W: -nate: ill from a left atrial 
appendage of a patient, comprising: ■ 
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i 

advancing a catheter having a proximal end an . I ^ ;l si U en»; through the patient 
until the distal end is disposed adjacent the opening of he :■« c j art's I d atrial appendage; 
and 

releasing a device from the distal end of the < at r: .1 to d\: iloy the device, the 
device configured to block an opening to the left atrial ;q u lh age i. prevent passage of 
embolic material from the left atrial appendage. 

129. (New) The method of Claim 128, wherein the d jvi it posil i oied within an inner 
lumen of the catheter, and releasing the device comprises apply inj »: ta I fori- in a distal direction 
to the device to deploy it. 

130. (New) The method of Claim 128, wherein rele<isi ;; ± s (to ;e from the catheter 
comprises detaching the device from the distal end of catheter. 

131. (New) The method of Claim 128,;wherein the d comj rises an expandable 

frame. 

132. (New) The method of Claim 131, fttrther compris a mesl operably connected 

i 

to the expandable frame. 

133. (New) The method of Claim 128,=wherein the d -ia? at 1* St partially prevents 
passage of embolic material from the left atrial appendage by si ipij r: Jig tiss e growth. 

134. (New) A method of preventing passage of etab .i ; natet: lI from a left atrial 
appendage of a patient, comprising positioning a device in the le .; iu i al ap| ::ndage and securing 
the device relative to the left atrial appendage,; the device xx li.juwi t«: prevent passage of 
emboli from the left atrial appendage, wherein the device cocfoj *i: : > an i aide wall of the left 
atrial appendage when positioned therein. ! 

135. (New) The method of Claim 134, wherein the dsvi l< *?mpri: \s a mesh barrier. 

136. (New) The method of Claim 134,, wherein the d fc:: con? rises an expandable 

frame. 

137. (New) The method of Claim 134, Wherein the ie :: : i s deli -ared percutaneously 
into the patient 

138. (New) The method of Claim 134, wherein th.: c v c. eng.! ;;es walls of the left 
atrial appendage. 
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139. (New) The method of Claim 134, wherein the d< i t at lei partially prevents 
passage of embolic material from the left atrial appendage by sx p{ r u*i g tissi it growth. 

140. (New) A method of preventing passage of eribi :.i :aatei i J from a left atrial 
appendage of a patient, comprising: 

percutaneously delivering an implantable device to I) s 1 sft at e pi appendage; 
securing the implantable device relative to the le ft rial appet ;l age; and 
preventing passage of embolic material from ihe ::lt atrial appendage with the 
implantable device, wherein said preventing passagi < mbolic material comprises 
providing a barrier carried by the implantable device ao os :l w left fii ial appendage. 

141 . (New) The method of Claim 140, wherein the d< rvi ; 5 leliv • \ri using a catheter. 

142. (New) The method of Claim 141, wherein the d -ix com| rises an expandable 

frame. 

143. (New) The method of Claim 142, wherein the i,ompr i;es a mesh operably 
connected to the expandable frame. 

144. (New) The method of Claim 140, wherein the d . ia* at k ; st partially prevents 
passage of embolic material fiom the left atrial appendage by sup] r: ii g tis?; is growth. 

145. (New) A method of performing a procedure ai a no ial ap| ::ndage of a patient, 
comprising: 



structure is in a reduced configuration while being pos iti :i- c! and /herein the structure 
conforms to an inner wall tissue surface when enlarged 

146. (New) Hie method of Claim 145, farther comp is n m dargi \j the structure to its 
enlarged configuration at the atrial appendage. 

147. (New) The method of Claim 146, further comp is 4. uilacgi g the structure to its 
enlarged configuration at least partially within the atrial appem la* . 

148. (New) The method of Claim 145, further compi Lig alter ig a position of the 
structure within the atrial appendage while the structure is bcin g j «; iti >ned. 



positioning an implantable structure adjacent th e < 
the structure having a reduced configuration and an aila 



h; pi ig ol he atrial appendage, 
j.;d sonfj ^ration, wherein the 
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149. (New) The method of Claim 148, wherein al rim: the position comprises 
releasing the implantable structure from a delivery device to in itii Ij p Dsitit. the structure at the 
atrial appendage. 

1 50. (New) The method of Claim 1 45, wherein positi on i \ i:l le im\ I ratable structure at 
the atrial appendage comprises an initial positioning of the stnu tu s : it he m ul appendage. 

151. (New) The method of Claim 145, wherein th tn plant* tile structure when 
positioned prevents the passage of embolic material from the at ia up [ i. indaj;; , 

152. (New) The method of Claim 145, wherein the m .mil ible •» ructure comprises a 
surface that induces tissue growth. 

153. (New) A method of performing a procedure at ai :;. ri.il ape : udage of a patient, 

comprising: 

providing an implantable structure positioned idj ;:. tj the • Evening of the atrial 
appendage, the structure having a reduced configuration n I in eri ixged configuration, 
the enlarged configuration blocking the opening of the t fcri ; ft >end; =, and 

changing the configuration of the structure at th< m .n I n ppeni iige. 

154. (New) The method of Claim 153, wherein ciai Mi;? the onfiguration of the 
structure comprises enlarging the structure. 

155. (New) The method of Claim 154, wherein the st .:: n: e wl, ti enlarged prevents 
passage of embolic material from the atrial appendage. 

156. (New) The method of Claim 153, wherein the ; to :r m s char ges its configuration 
at least partially within the atrial appendage. 

157. (New) The method of Claim 153, wherein the iir :.i .0 1 able s rocture comprises a 
surface that induces tissue growth. 

158. (New) A method of performing a procedure ai a dial api rmdage of a patient, 

comprising: 

deploying an implantable structure at the atrial at xlage \s ih a delivery device 

positioned at the atrial appendage, the structure being 20 :i 3}: red to block an opening of 
the atrial appendage; and 

removing the delivery device from its position t c £ • ulr ial a] p imdage. 

159. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein the dsli levict is a catheter. 
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160. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein he delivery Isvice is delivered 
percutaneously. 

161. (New) The method of Claim 158, farther com]>ri i .:han}< ig a position of an 
implantable structure at the atrial appendage, the structure havi \g : >:l uced onfiguration and an 
enlarged configuration. 

162. (New) The method of Claim 161, further compris i ; . hangi g the configuration 
of the structure at the atrial appendage. 

163. (New) The method of Claim 1 62, wherein the < :oi i ; u:i ation n changed from the 
reduced configuration to the enlarged configuration. 

164. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein the d< i , eiy dev ce is removed after 
deploying the implantable structure at the atrial appendage. 

165. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein the ddi ::iy ievic. is removed without 
the implantable structure. 

166. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein the d i ' ery de , .: e is removed after 
positioning the implantable structure at the atrial appendage. 

167. (New) The method of Claim 158, wherein the deli ii: y ievic is removed after an 
initial positioning of the implantable structure at the atrial appe id ;;; 

168. (New) The method of Claim 158, farther compr si: \. « moviu i; the delivery device 
from the patient. 

1 69. (New) The method of Claim 1 58, wherein the d sli ;:i y ievici i s positioned within 
the atrial appendage. 

170. (New) A method of preventing passage of ei :m1:3 ma :rial from an atrial 
appendage, the method comprising: 

delivering a device to the atrial appendage; and 

positioning the device at the atrial appendage, i he k v i * wli ai positioned having 
at least a portion that generally conforms to an inside si r£ c the ii rial appendage. 

171. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein w I on tag il e device comprises 
expanding die device into contact with an inside surface of the ao 1 1 a ; »pend &e. 

172. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein the de i ; e zomy ises a frame with an 
outer rim that generally conforms to an inside surface of the at tfi n: p»: ndagi 
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173. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein the cie\ ;.i ."hen ( rationed comprises 
a firame that generally conforms to an inside surface of the atria aj : image. 

174. (New) The method of Claim 173, wherein th? : iiim: com rises a plurality of 
linked elements. 

175. (New) The method of Claim 173, wherein the fi an s sjjenen !y cylindrical. 

176. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein i«os M-nng t> ^ device comprises 
positioning a hairier across the atrial appendage. 

177. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein th s < i- .c u i$ cMivered through the 
normal opening of the atrial appendage. 

178. (New) The method of Claim 170, wherein enjbc k :iateri. I is prevented from 
passage from the atrial appendage substantially entirely by po: Hi :) of tl : device at the atrial 
appendage. 

179. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein sai.l • :vioi sest ; off the left atrial 
appendage when expanded. 

180. (New) The method of Claim 85, wherein the j rxt] ::. H hble >. nocture seals off the 
atrial appendage when enlarged. 
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